chapter 8
biblical love expressed in relationships
Agape and philia together form biblical love.
Biblical love experienced
Biblical love produces joy.
Biblical love puts responsibility back into relationships.
Biblical love produces unity.
Biblical love is the alternative to playing philosophical games
introduction
In the last chapter we saw that biblical love has two facets, agape and philia. Agape reflects the nature of the one giving it, is an act of the will, is expressed as obedience to God, and requires that the one giving it be born again. Philia is the act of self-disclosure to the one who is the object of genuine affection, which produces fulfillment in the relationship. In Chapter 7 our purpose was to break down the concept of biblical love into its individual parts. In this chapter our purpose is to put these parts back together to show how they form the one concept, biblical love. We will then see how this concept when applied to our relationships help us to overcome the false philosophies of the world and the damage caused to our relationships by the false love of the world based upon these philosophies.
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I have referred to agape and phileo as two facets of love. As one diamond has many facets, biblical love has these two, agape and philia. The important thing is to realize that agape and philia, two separate word groups in the Greek language, are not two totally unrelated kinds of love. Either one without the other forms a warped and even harmful form of love that is not biblical love.
Perhaps the simplest way to explain this is to start with philia. When we allow ourselves to express philia, self-disclosure leading to deep affection without the anchor of obedience to God, which is the expression of agape, we fall into all kinds of harmful situations. When young people begin to date and share things about themselves they should not, the results is not the beautiful expression of affection made possible by biblical love. It becomes overpowering passion leading to the most harmful kinds of behavior. If the relationship is not destroyed, it is ruined and, even if the couple goes on to marry, the relationship will be scared for life redeemable only by the mercy of God.
The same is true of married couples in an office situation. If the couple who is not married to each other begin to share intimate matters of their lives which ought not to be shared, the havoc this can reap on many lives is astronomical.
One more example will help to shed light on the need to keep philia with agape in relationships. I have served as pastor for several congregations and visited many more. Some congregations are warm and friendly but closed to outsiders. The reason for this is that, probably without knowing it, they major on philia in their fellowship. Everybody knows everybody else. Their love for each other is apparent in the good works they do for each other. However, when a visitor comes into their meetings, he or she never feels welcome, particularly if he or she is of another race, or ethnicity, or has a personal problem they are not prepared to deal with.
Philia, as one facet of biblical love, must rest upon the firm foundation of obedience to God found in agape. Agape motivates change from the comfortable. Agape reaches out to form new relationships where none existed before. Agape requires going the second mile to overcome the tensions of building new relationships. Agape visits the fatherless and the widows to meet their needs even when it will not add new members to the church role. Agape patiently endures the unbeliever or new believer who does not understand how to behave in the household of God. An effective local church will have a balance between agape and philia in their fellowship. Without agape, philia becomes tepid storge, a weaken, ineffective response to others in unfulfilling relationships.
Agape must form the foundation of every relationship. Yet agape without philia also produces difficulty in relationships and can even destroy them.
Agape without philia quickly loses its bearing and ceases to be obedience to God. The zeal to accomplish goals for the kingdom quickly becomes personal ambition to build castles in the sand. Philia, while focused on the objects of our affection, must always have God and affection for Him as the ultimate motivation. Without philia, we cease to have affection for God or for the immediate objects of our love. Service becomes drudgery. Relationships, even out relationship with God, become empty husks for short of the potential for fulfillment God intends for them to become.
This was the purpose of the dialogue between Peter and Jesus on the seashore after His resurrection in John 21:15-18. Peter, only a few days before and only hours before His trial and crucifixion, bragged about his love for Jesus by loudly proclaiming he would follow Him to death. Then in the moment of truth, he denied Him repeatedly. Even after the resurrection, Peter left his vigil and, taking the other disciples with him, went back to his fishing boats.
What Peter needed now, was an infusion of biblical love, not just blind obedience, but deep affection for the Savior based upon a heart of obedience that would endure the trials ahead of him in this life. What Peter declared before was a heart attitude of obedience. What he needed was an affection that would help to carry him through to the end. In is interesting to note that Jesus drops the name, Peter, which He gave to Peter the first time He met him and He adds the reference to Peter’s physical birth by calling him, son of John rather than son of God. This was a subtle way of reminding Peter that, apart from Christ, he was no rock. He was only a lump of clay.
Jesus begin by asking, “Simon, son of John, do you love me (agapao)?” Peter, knowing the difference between the facets of love, replied, “Yes, Lord; You know that I love (phileo) You.” Agape, to Peter, was merely a foundation—a starting place. His denials proved that his desire to obey was not enough. He now was determined to add the second facet of love, affection, to his love which would form a love hard and enduring as a diamond.
Jesus asked a second time, “Simon, son of John, do you love (agapao) me? Peter answer, “Yes, Lord, You know the I love (phileo) You.” The first answer to the first question simply stated the fact of Peter’s love. It was more than agape. It was philia. The second question, the same in content, now drew from Peter an affirmation that he understood the question and, in His mind, he had given the correct answer.
Jesus asked a third question. In the English it appears that He ask the same question the third time and that this grieved Peter. However, it was a different question and the first time He asked it. “Simon, son of John, do you love (phileo) me?” Peter’s expressed grief was because now Jesus was questioning not only his desire to obey, He was questioning his affection for Jesus which would be necessary for Peter to endure the trials of ministry ahead of him. With broken spirit and contrite heart, Peter cries out to Jesus, “Lord, You know all things; You know that I love (phileo) You.” Jesus’ next statement confirms that He did know that Peter would one day put agape and philia together and be an effective messenger of the gospel:
Truly, truly, I say to you, when you were younger, you used to gird yourself and walk wherever you wished; but when you grow old, you will stretch out your hands and someone else will gird you, and bring you where you do not wish to {go.}[endnoteRef:1] [1:  John 21:18.] 

History records that in the last moments of Peter’s life, agape and philia enabled him to be martyred in a manner that brother honor and glory to his Lord and Savior. Paul, on several occasions, spent time with Peter.
Perhaps Peter shared this dialogue with Paul and this is what Paul had in mind when he wrote the conclusion to his letter to the church at Corinth we call First Corinthians. He wrote, “If anyone does not love (philia) the Lord, he is to be accursed. Maranatha.”[endnoteRef:2] With all of the instruction regarding love in this epistle, this is the only occurrence of philia. The conclusion I draw from this is that agape, the love of obedience, would be necessary to change their behavior and resolve the problems in the church. Philia, affection for Jesus Christ, would be necessary to motivate them to follow through to full complete reconciliation among themselves, with Paul, and with God. [2:  1 Corinthians 16:22.] 

The world often depicts love as a flame. This is an accurate metaphor when we realize that agape is the oil for the flame and Philia produces the heat. Too much oil and the flame goes out. Not enough oil and the flame goes out. Too much heat and the flame goes out. Not little heat and the flame will also go out. Biblical love is a balance between agape and philia. God makes it possible through new birth, the power of the Holy Spirit, and His word. We must apply these principles to our relationships ourselves.
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Remember in John Chapter 3 when the disciples of John the Baptist complained to John that the disciples of Jesus were baptizing more disciples than they were. The Baptist’s response was to rejoice in the pleasure the Bridegroom was receiving from His bride. We again find this thought of rejoicing in connection with biblical love In John Chapters 14 through 17:
You heard that I said to you, "I go away, and I will come to you.' If you loved Me, you would have rejoiced because I go to the Father, for the Father is greater than I.[endnoteRef:3] [3:  John 14:28.] 

Jesus told His disciples, “These things I have spoken to you so that My joy may be in you, and {that} your joy may be made full.”[endnoteRef:4] [4:  John 15:11.] 

Truly, truly, I say to you, that you will weep and lament, but the world will rejoice; you will grieve, but your grief will be turned into joy. Whenever a woman is in labor she has pain, because her hour has come; but when she gives birth to the child, she no longer remembers the anguish because of the joy that a child has been born into the world. Therefore you too have grief now; but I will see you again, and your heart will rejoice, and no one {will} take your joy away from you. In that day you will not question Me about anything. Truly, truly, I say to you, if you ask the Father for anything in My name, He will give it to you. Until now you have asked for nothing in My name; ask and you will receive, so that your joy may be made full.[endnoteRef:5] [5:  John 16:20-24.] 

But now I come to You; and these things I speak in the world so that they may have My joy made full in themselves. I have given them Your word; and the world has hated them, because they are not of the world, even as I am not of the world.[endnoteRef:6] [6:  John 17:13-14.] 

Chapters 13 through 17 of John’s gospel refer to the most intimate moments in human history, moments before Jesus died on the cross. In those moments Jesus taught His disciples regarding what they could expect concerning their relationship once He ascends back to the Father and the Holy Spirit indwelled His church here on earth. It would be a relationship filled with joy because it would be a relationship characterized by biblical love now achieved through the cross and through the indwelling Holy Spirit.
I recently sat through a series of seminary classes taught over a period of two days and taught from the point of view of Existentialism. Each day began with the professor building a sense of Existential angst (dread at how bad things were in the world), followed by a heavy emphasis upon personal blame for this malaise and individual responsibility to unite with some humanitarian cause to correct the problems. At no time either day was the Bible expounded or the doctrines of love and grace or the sovereign reign of Christ over human events presented. Both days ended with professor and students alike drained. There were no expressions of joy in what God is doing in the world. What a contrast to this account of Jesus with His disciples in the upper room and on the way to the garden of Gethsemane. Even though the disciples were not yet joyful because the baptism of the Holy Spirit had not yet taken place, Jesus was experiencing joy and His joy would become fuller as His followers experience joy throughout the church age.
Christ died on the cross, rose from the dead, ascended back to heaven, and sent the Holy Spirit to empower the church to implement changes through building relationships of fulfillment. The false philosophies of Gnosticism, Existentialism, and Behaviorism rob the church of its power to implement these changes by destroying relationships or simply rendering them ineffective. Perhaps the greatest damage is that these philosophies rob Christians of the joy Jesus spoke about, this joy being the greatest expression of His glory here on earth.
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Armed with an overall view of the tapestry John has been weaving in his gospel with the threads of agape and philia, this section depicting this intimate relationship in the upper room and on the way to Gethsemane prepares us for the relationships of fulfillment we are saved to enjoy.
The first characteristic of a relationship of fulfillment is that it is based upon agape love, the love of obedience to God and hence the ability and willingness to fulfill our responsibilities in the relationship. Through agape we can meet the needs of the other person in the relationship and receive in return the meeting of our needs through them. This aspect of a relationship of fulfillment sets it apart from relationships of circumstance. In relationships of circumstance the individuals with whom we have a relationship may never know we exist or that are meeting their needs.
Biblical love in relationships of circumstance
In relationships of circumstance, we love out of a heart of obedience regardless of any return for our love. We love because it is the right thing to do. This truth has almost been lost in society today because of the false philosophies of Gnosticism, Existentialism, and Behaviorism. For instance, I may have in my possession a marking pen as I walk down the street. Through some twisted logic which can be traced back to the false philosophies of Gnosticism, Existentialism, and Behaviorism, I might be expected to use my marking pen to deface public or private property. Graffiti has become a badge of so-called free thinkers in our day.
Gnosticism says that there is no absolute truth so I have a right to decide what I am going to do with my marking pen. Existentialism says that the world is ugly already, a little more ugliness is all right. Besides, I have the right to define my existence any way I please. Behaviorism says, I am not responsible for my behavior. Defacing someone else’s property is merely the expression of my natural instincts.
Those who defacing the property of others sense no responsibility to protect that property. Nor do they accept responsibility for the damage done, not only to the property itself and its owners, but to society in general. Graffiti must be one of the clearest examples of selfishness today.
Biblical love in this example of a relationship of circumstance, the relationship between the property owners and me, would lead me to keep the marking pen in my pocket and walk on. In fact, it may even lead me to pick up some garbage blown on to the property by the wind. Whereas the graffiti writer performs his cowardly act in secret, biblical love would lead me to pick up the garbage even if the owner is not there to see it. Here we see agape at work. There is someone who see it, God, and if it is biblical love it was done to please Him. It is not done to somehow earn merit. A child of God already has the full benefit of salvation. He merely needs to put it in to practice in every relationship. Pleasing our Lord should be motivation enough to act responsibly even in relationships of circumstance where we do not expect to get anything in return.
Biblical love in relationships of purpose
Remember that relationships of purpose are those relationships into which we enter by choice. We, and others in the relationship, have a purpose we want to accomplish when we enter the relationship. Unlike relationships of circumstance, we do expect something in return from our own efforts and the efforts of others in the relationship. The burden of acting responsibly in relationships of purpose is not great than in relationships of circumstances.
We must never come to the place in our relationships where we are only seeking to please men. Doing so opens us up to all types of temptations. Doing so also opens us up to the tyranny of relationships, that is, we allow others to control our behavior instead of our desire to obey and please God. Seeking to please men amounts to slavery. Paul wrote, “It was for freedom that Christ set us free; therefore keep standing firm and do not be subject again to a yoke of slavery.”[endnoteRef:7] [7:  Galatians 5:1.] 

An amazing truth about biblical love is that it prevents us from ever being in slavery. While it is true that men might put us under a form of bondage, it is equally true that those who have been set free from the bondage to sin can never again be enslaved by any man. In Colossians 3:22-25, Paul explains this truth.
Slaves, in all things obey those who are your masters on earth, not with external service, as those who {merely} please men, but with sincerity of heart, fearing the Lord. Whatever you do, do your work heartily, as for the Lord rather than for men, knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance. It is the Lord Christ whom you serve. For he who does wrong will receive the consequences of the wrong which he has done, and that without partiality.[endnoteRef:8] [8:  Colossians 3:22-25.] 

Slavery of men by men technically is, for the slave, a relationship of circumstance rather than a relationship of purpose. The New Testament has much to say about how Christians are to act when they find themselves in such situations. Unlike the situational ethics of the false philosophies of Gnosticism, Existentialism, and Behaviorism, the responsibility to love biblical is still in force.
Biblical love in relationships of fulfillment
In relationships of circumstance, biblical love motivates us to do what is pleasing to God regardless of whether we receive any return from that relationship. We did not choose it but we still love God and seek to obey Him by meeting our responsibilities in the relationship.
In relationships of purpose, biblical love motivates us to fulfill our responsibilities. We justifiably expect others in the relationship to meet our needs. However, the ultimate motivation still is to please God. Then, even when others fail us, we still know that our Lord will meet our needs and reward us for our obedience. When we come to relationships of fulfillment we see the greatest benefit to understanding how to express biblical love, a balanced between agape and philia. To understand this benefit and how to achieve it, we return to the gospel of John and the upper room discourse.
Relationships of fulfillment require an attitude of servanthood.
The discourse begins in Chapter 13 with Jesus demonstrating agape to His disciples by perform the function of a servant in washing their feet. This was merely preliminary to the service He would render a few hours later by dying on the cross for them. In Chapter 13, agape is commanded [endnoteRef:9]and is permanently bound to servanthood. No one can claim to be expressing biblical love nor will they ever achieve the level of fulfillment in a relationship unless they first see themselves as servants. Relationships of fulfillment begin with an attitude of servanthood on the part of both partners in the relationship. [9:  John 13:34, 35.] 

Relationships of fulfillment require a heart of obedience.
We have already seen that Chapter 14 introduces the idea of obedience to God into the meaning of agape. Along with obedience is the promise of the Holy Spirit. We are not supposed to search within ourselves to find the will to obey. This heart of obedience is a gift from God and instilled in us by His Holy Spirit.
Any relationship, whether it begins as a relationship of circumstance or as a relationship of purpose, has the potential of becoming a relationship of fulfillment if both parties possess a heart of obedience originating from and empowered by the indwelling Holy Spirit.
Relationships of fulfillment accomplish great things for God.
Jesus makes a startling disclosure in Chapter 14 when He says:
Believe Me that I am in the Father and the Father is in Me; otherwise believe because of the works themselves. Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do, he will do also; and greater {works} than these he will do; because I go to the Father.[endnoteRef:10] [10:  John 14:11-12.] 

What an awesome promise! I have spent years trying to comprehend this statement. My mind cannot conceive of any work that I have and could do that is greater than what Jesus did on the cross. No one else has been able to shed light on the vastness of this promise. Perhaps this is what Jesus intends. It is like the dimensions of infinity. The moment we think we can measure it; it is no longer infinity.
Perhaps during the great wedding feast of the Lamb when we are all seated around His table dressed in white garments, those garments He has given us to put on identified only as “the righteous acts of the saints,”[endnoteRef:11] He will point out to each of us what the greater works are that we have done. Without a doubt, our ability to achieve to the level of fulfillment in our relationships will have something to do with those works because it is here that we most glorify Him. [11:  Revelation 19:8.] 

Relationships of fulfillment enjoy an enduring peace.
Before we leave Chapter 14, we need to notice one more truth taught in this chapter that identifies a relationship of fulfillment. After teaching regarding the coming Holy Spirit who would enable His disciples to obey Him and after He promised that they would do greater works than He did, He said, “Peace I leave with you; My peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give to you. Do not let your heart be troubled, nor let it be fearful.”[endnoteRef:12] [12:  John 14:27.] 

Following the topic of peace throughout the Old and New Testaments provides a rewarding study. Mankind is longing for peace and there will never be peace without a personal relationship with Jesus Christ. Paul, when counseling two women involved in a conflict at Philippi, instructed them:
Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all comprehension, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Finally, brethren, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is of good repute, if there is any excellence and if anything worthy of praise, dwell on these things. The things you have learned and received and heard and seen in me, practice these things, and the God of peace will be with you.[endnoteRef:13] [13:  Philippians 4:6-9.] 

James instructs conflicted Christians to consider God’s wisdom:
But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, reasonable, full of mercy and good fruits, unwavering, without hypocrisy. And the seed whose fruit is righteousness is sown in peace by those who make peace.[endnoteRef:14] [14:  James 3:17-18.] 

Relationships of fulfillment are opportunities for God’s children to enjoy His peace as they related to each other in the body of Christ. It is a sad commentary today that many in the world appear to be enjoy a greater degree of peace that those in the family of God.
Relationship of fulfillment bear fruit to the glory of God.
In Chapter 15 we have the metaphor of the vine, branches of fruit. Many stumble over this passage because they want to read into it the concept of initial salvation. Perhaps what leads many astray is their view of branches. Study a grapevine. Where does the vine end and the branches begin? There is no distinct separation. The branches on a vine are part of the vine, not appendages. The same is true of the cluster of fruit. Therefore Jesus used this metaphor. Here He was resting His expectation of glorifying the Father upon His relationship with His followers. As we cannot bear fruit without Him, in a real sense, He cannot bear fruit without us.
This is the perfect illustration for relationships of fulfillment. Fulfillment involves mutual effort in the relationship so that both parties enjoy the fruit of that relationship to the glory of God.
Relationships of fulfillment involve genuine intimacy.
We experience many relationships in which we would not want to nor would it be wise to divulge our inner thoughts. This is especially true in relationships of circumstance. Why would we want to entrust this precious possession to someone who might tread it under foot like pearls before swine. Yet we live in a society where individuals are encouraged to do this everyday. More about this in a moment.
Full self-disclosure is usually not wise in relationships of purpose as well. While we should never misrepresent the truth about ourselves, neither are we required to tell all in every situation. It is like wearing close. Parts of our bodies need to be seen and parts of our bodies do not. The circumstances determine the amount we reveal. In a doctor’s office we would expect to need to show more than in the swimming pool.
I realize that this illustration of clothing may seem a little overdone but consider what is happening today. The natural inhibitions of people are being dismantled under the guise of personal freedom. As individuals walk about with more and more of their bodies exposed, they are also calling in to talk radio and television and going on stage revealing more and more about themselves for the purpose of titillating a drooling public. Even Christian radio and television is promoting the public exposure of intimate details of relationships that serve only one purpose, satisfying the curiosity of those who have no right to see and hear what is presented.
If we are ever to achieve fulfillment in our relationships, we must learn what to share, when to share it, and with whom we share it. Only those who know how to share themselves properly with their partner in the relationship will experience true fulfillment in that relationship.
A few months ago, while sitting in a doctor’s office, I saw a portion of a daytime television program. I had never seen the program before and hope I never see it again. The program had to do with forgiveness. The format consisted of an individual who had a secret to share that they had never shared with their partner. The individual was supposed to share this secret to a live audience and on live television with the partner in another room and a caption of his or her face shown simulation with the revelation of the secret. On this program, a wife revealed something she had never told her husband even though they had been married for several year. The secret was that she was still married to another man. The wife then moved to a large elaborate doorway and waited to see if her husband would step out and offer her his forgiveness.
I cannot image anything more destructive to a relationship nor anything more horrifying than such blatant disregard for the feelings and rights of the partner in a relationship. This couple probably received a lot of money to entertain the audience with the act of exhibitionism but how could the relationship ever be restored once it has been so degraded? If we are ever to achieve fulfillment in our relationships we must learn how to share intimacy so that it builds the relationship and does not violate it.
Relationships that can experience fulfillment
What kinds of relationships are there in which we can expect to reach relationships of fulfillment? The most obvious relationship is our relationship with the three persons of the Godhead. Next would be a marriage relationship. But these do not exhaust the possibilities. We should be able to reach a level of fulfillment with almost anyone who is born again and with whom we share biblical love.
1. A relationship of fulfillment with god
We must start this list with God because it is God who makes possible any relationship of fulfillment. It was popular a few years ago to speak of the “I/Thou” relationship. By this was meant that we first need to identify who we are and then we will be able to identify who God is. This was the call of the Existentialist who claimed to be Christian to a world blinded by angst or dread.
The Bible, when properly understood, presents the opposite view. When we see God as He has revealed Himself to us in His Word, we will be able to discover who we are. When we begin with a relationship of fulfillment with God, we will then be able to establish relationships of fulfillment with each other.
1. A relationship of fulfillment in marriage
In the Garden of Eden, Moses tells us that Adam and Eve were to become one flesh. We are never told in the Old Testament what this one flesh relationship was to be like. The next time we find the concept is in the gospels when Jesus taught on the subject of divorce. While there is still much disagreement on the exact implication of His teaching to us today, one thing is sure, divorce destroys a one flesh relationship.
Ephesians 5:22-33 is the only place where we find an explanation as to what a one-flesh relationship is. Here we see that the one-flesh relationship is like the relationship between Christ and His church. The reason why it was not explained before was because the relationship between Christ and His church had never been revealed before. Just as the relationship between Christ and His church requires obedience and serving, so the one-flesh relationship requires obedience and serving. The one-flesh relationship in a God-honoring marriage is the ultimate expression of a relationship of fulfillment between human beings in this life.
Now that we have the full revelation of the relationship between Christ and His church, one would think every Christian marriage should achieve the level of fulfillment. Yet statistics show otherwise. Why is it that divorce among Christians is almost as frequent as among non-Christians? It is because Christians are building their marriages on the failed philosophies of the world and the false love of fallen man instead of upon the word of God and biblical love. Because of this families are torn apart, society lacks a clear witness regarding the truth of Christ, and the Savior is not receiving the glory He deserves. We need to tune out the false philosophies of the world and return to the Bible for the pattern for our one-flesh relationships. Then our marriages will reach the level of fulfillment made possible by Christ.
Relationships of fulfillment between individuals of the same sex
Not only are the false philosophies of the world preventing individuals from enjoying a relationship of fulfillment with God and fulfillment in marriage, the are preventing us from enjoying relationships of fulfillment with members of the same sex. Homosexuality has been around since the beginning of time and the Bible clearly condemns it. However, now that absolute truth has been dispensed with, now that society dictates what are expectable relationships rather than the Word of God, and now that Behaviorists have determined that homosexuality is merely an acceptable alternative life style because individuals are born that way, having a relationship of fulfillment with a member of the same sex very difficult.
On the one hand, individuals are afraid to draw close into relationships of fulfillment because of the stigma placed there by society. If two men appear to be enjoying a close relationship with each other they are automatically labeled gay. On the other hand, by teaching that homosexuality is an acceptable life style and one that a person cannot avoid because he is born that way, those who are entrapped in it have little hope of overcoming it even if they want to because they have been preconditioned by society to think, act, and feel like a homosexual. The false philosophies of Gnosticism, Existentialism, and Behaviorism work together to reinforcing an addictive behavior learned either by accident or taught to them by someone preying upon them.
The good news is that this falsehood can be refuted with the truth. Individuals can escape enslavement to addictive sexual behavior with it is homosexuality, pedophilia, pornography, or any other pattern of behavior not consistent with God’s revealed will. Those who are born again and in whom the Holy Spirit dwells are declared to be temples for holy service to God. Sinful sexual behavior is not unique to this society.
Many societies throughout history have been destroyed by the gangrene of godless uncontrolled sexual behavior. None was more decadent than Roman culture and especially at Corinth whether the temple to Aphrodite, the love goddess, was the centerpiece of culture. It is said that there were 1,000 prostitutes in the city when Paul visited. To the Christians Paul wrote:
Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? Shall I then take away the members of Christ and make them members of a prostitute? May it never be! Or do you not know that the one who joins himself to a prostitute is one body {with her?} For He says, “THE TWO SHALL BECOME ONE FLESH.” But the one who joins himself to the Lord is one spirit {with Him.} Flee immorality. Every {other} sin that a man commits is outside the body, but the immoral man sins against his own body. Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your own? For you have been bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body.[endnoteRef:15] [15:  1 Corinthians 6:15-20.] 

Illicit sex was not more addicting then nor is it any less a sin now. The same Lord, who appealed through Paul to leave off this kind of immorality and join in relationships of fulfillment through God-honoring marriages, can save us and heal our land today. There is power in His blood to save us even from this sin.
We can and should form relationships of fulfillment with members of the same sex. This is God’s purpose and a means of great blessing for us. One prominent example of this kind of relationship was the relationship between David and Jonathan in the Old Testament. Concerning this we read in 1 Samuel 20:17, “Jonathan made David vow again because of his love for him, because he loved him as he loved his own life.” Later, at the death of Jonathan, David cried, “I am distressed for you, my brother Jonathan; you have been very pleasant to me. Your love to me was more wonderful than the love of women.”[endnoteRef:16] [16:  2 Samuel 1:26.] 

To see in this relationship between Jonathan and David anything but holiness and godliness is to torture the context, to deny God’s revelation, and to make God a liar. What we have here is confirmation that relationships of fulfillment can be achieved between members of the same sex. Among Christians who enjoy the same indwelling Holy Spirit, it should be easier and even more fulfilling.
Relationships of fulfillment between members of the opposite sex who are not married to each other.
This raises an important question. Can members of the opposite sex who are not married to each other form relationships of fulfillment? I believe the answer is yes given what the definition of biblical love that makes any relationship of fulfillment possible. Since biblical love will only be expressed in a manner consistent with God’s will, it will not involve behavior that is sinful in God’s eyes or that harms other individuals or the relationships of others. Entered wisely and with the purpose of glorifying Christ, safeguards will be erected to prevent the relationship from being dashed upon the rocks of sinful passion or destroying other God-ordained relationships.
A Christian man and woman who are not married to each other are still members of the same family. They are brother and sister in Christ. There are several passages that teach regarding how to treat members of the opposite sex outside of marriage. Paul writes:
Do not sharply rebuke an older man, but {rather} appeal to {him} as a father, {to} the younger men as brothers, the older women as mothers, {and} the younger women as sisters, in all purity.[endnoteRef:17] [17:  1 Timothy 5:1-2.] 

Not every Christian should automatically assume they can build relationships of purpose with members of the opposite sex to whom they are not married. Those who recognize in themselves a lack of self-control should avoid such relationships. Remember that the overall nature of relationships of purpose is that they first serve God and then serve the other person in the relationship. Nothing should ever be done that is not so motivated.
If either or both individuals are married, their spouse should be a part of the relationship and he or she should know that his or her interests are being protected and served.
The church should also be involved so that other brothers and sisters in Christ can help to form a barrier to sin. I have known individuals who, under the guise of serving a member of the opposite sex has instead violated the other person and did great harm not only to the other person but to themselves. If there is even the slightest hint that this is the direction the relationship is going, it is better to end it immediately for the sake of everyone involved. Fulfillment should be sought in another relationship where such dangers do not exist.
While the world apart from Christ may think they are achieving fulfillment and parade around extolling them, history tells a different story. Only those who are born again and who express genuine biblical love can achieve relationships of fulfillment. This kind of relationship is the crowning achievement of God’s grace and love provided through His Son, Jesus Christ. Learning to building relationships God’s way will overcome the ravages of the false philosophies of Gnosticism, Existentialism, and Behaviorism.
[bookmark: _Toc465238295]Biblical love produces unity.
We hear a lot about unity inside and outside the church today. The drumbeat of liberalism several decades ago has now become the drumbeat of evangelicalism. If you listen close, it has the same tempo with the same hollowness and comes from the same false philosophies upon which liberalism was based: Gnosticism, Existentialism, and Behaviorism. The call is to unity but the message is that there is no absolute truth so any truth will do, the world is absurd, we are individually at fault, so we must create a new existence, and we can accomplish all of this through changing the environment in our churches through contemporary music, creative expression, and new forms of worship. In this way the world will see in us the unity that pleases men.
The text used by the liberals in the past is the same text to justify this new call for unity—the prayer of Jesus in John 17:20-23. Yet when we keep our Lord’s prayer in its context we see that His prayer for unity flows out of the relationship He would have with His church once His work on the cross was complete, He ascended back to the Father, and the Holy Spirit indwelled the church. To see this context we need to go back to the end of Chapter 16. Jesus said:
These things I have spoken to you in figurative language; an hour is coming when I will no longer speak to you in figurative language, but will tell you plainly of the Father. In that day you will ask in My name, and I do not say to you that I will request of the Father on your behalf; for the Father Himself loves (phileo) you, because you have loved (phileo) Me and have believed that I came forth from the Father.[endnoteRef:18] (Parentheses mine) [18:  John 16:25-27.] 

As John brings us to the high priestly prayer of Jesus, he recalls how Jesus concluded His last few lessons to the disciples. In this one short statement, Jesus summarizes what His relationship with His disciples will be like after His ascension and after the Holy Spirit indwells the church. It will be the ultimate expression of biblical love because it will be a relationship in which God the Father singles out as objects of His affection those who have affection for Jesus. This affection is based upon hearts of obedience made possible through rebirth and the power of the indwelling Holy Spirit. It will be a relationship of fulfillment because it will involve complete and open self-disclosure by the Self-revealing God to His newly transformed creatures.
This is the unity for which Jesus prays in John Chapter 17. It is a unity of obedience, affection, and intimacy. It is the level of relationship that the three persons of the Godhead enjoy with each other, that we learn from God and He shares with us, and that that we enjoy with each other here on earth when we achieve relationships of fulfillment with each other. We will never achieve these kinds of relationships by patterning our thinking and our lives after the world. Relationships of fulfillment can only be experienced when we first build a relationship of fulfillment with God through Jesus Christ. John warns against seeking this kind of fulfillment when he warns:
Do not love the world nor the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the boastful pride of life, is not from the Father, but is from the world. The world is passing away, and {also} its lusts; but the one who does the will of God lives forever.[endnoteRef:19] [19:  I John 2:15-17.] 

[bookmark: _Toc465238296]Biblical love is the alternative to playing philosophical games
A disturbing correlation between all the school shootings up to this point is that as the shooters were engaged in their heinous acts, they all seemed to be acting out a game. They appeared to be characters in a drama reminiscent of a movie, video game, or some other form of entertainment.
I have chosen to describe the three philosophies, Gnosticism, Existentialism, and Behaviorism, in terms of games people play. This is not to be derogatory or dismissive of these philosophies but to demonstrate the correlation between the actions of these youth and the philosophies so glibly believed and passed on as truth in society today. It is one thing to sit in ivory-towered think tanks debating philosophical nuances. It is another thing to see the consequences of these false philosophies lived out in bold relief.
It is not surprising that those who promote philosophies that relieve mankind of responsibility also refuse to accept responsibility for the havoc their philosophies inflict upon the human race.  Once we understand both the philosophies and their effects upon human behavior and accept the better way presented in the Bible through biblical love, society will be ready to stop playing these deadly games. We will be ready to shoulder our God-given responsibilities and, through the power God provides, and will be ready to establish healthy relationship and to reach fulfillment in those relationships. However, we must first stop playing these philosophical games.
